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Treasures of The Peninsula Inspires Love of the Natural World 
~ Claire Malina, Youth Services Librarian 

Rebekah Raye completed Treasures of the Peninsula for the library two-
and-a-half years ago. Spanning the front of the Larchwood Room desk, 
this hand-carved maple bas-relief 
sculpture is designed to be touched 
and explored by kids’ curious hands. 
With an average of over 300 people 
coming into the library each day, one 
can just imagine how this mural is 
showered in adoration by folks of 
all ages. 

Our community is filled with talent, 
and we are especially fortunate to have 
Rebekah Raye in our midst. She is 
an author and illustrator of children’s 
books, an artist of many mediums, 
and one of the most genuine and 
kind individuals I’ve ever met. Her 
deep love and passion for the natural 

world is contagious and this mural is one of many ways in which she 
shares this passion with the community.

I never get tired of talking about the 
mural with children—discussing the 
different plants and animals depicted 
in maple wood, inviting them to find 
the hidden mermaid. (Do you know 
where it is?) One of my favorite aspects 
of the artwork is the imagination 
that it sparks in our young patrons. 
Recently, a mom was trying to pack 
up while her daughter was attempting 
to leave the children’s room without 
her. I’ve found that in these moments 
of struggle, it can help to encourage 
kids to engage with the mural. In 
this instance, I asked the child if she 
could find the bear, which she pointed More than one child likes to measure their growth by seeing how much of 

Treasures of the Peninsula they can hug! This one goes from the sun to the fox.
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From the Director ~ Rich Boulet

This spring, during Women’s History Month, we featured Miss Adelaide 
Pearson’s home movies on the library’s big screen (in the Adelaide Pearson 
Room!). All day, every day, these films provided a vibrant reflection of 
her life as a traveler, as well as quotidian life in and around Blue Hill. 
We saw a working brickyard in Penobscot with Miss Pearson and Laura 
Paddock gathering clay and minerals for Rowantrees pottery, a pageant 
of 1930s school children parading down Main Street, and movies of her 
world travels (including what is thought to be the earliest color footage 
of Mahatma Gandhi). This metered approach throughout the course of 
the month was a good way to take in the many hours of Miss Pearson’s 
movies that we have in our collection.  

For those who do not know, the Blue Hill Public Library—the building 
and entity that we enjoy today—is really the result of Miss Adelaide 
Pearson doggedly pursuing New Deal funding in the late 1930s. There 
was a Ladies’ Social Library that occupied a couple of rooms at Town 
Hall, but Miss Pearson and her co-conspirator, Librarian Annie Hinckley, 
had much bigger ideas.  

They had a vision for a progressive public library that would concern 
itself with far more than books. To that end, Miss Pearson brought back 
artifacts from her world travels, I think in large part to educate local 
children about what could be found over the horizon.  

To carry out her vision of cultural enrichment, Miss Pearson also 
underwrote free art classes for area children. Some of the film featured 
kids working on the very same murals that hang in the Larchwood 
Children’s Room today.  

She felt, as was quoted in the 1937-
38 Blue Hill Town Report, that 
“Blue Hill must have the very best of 
everything.” It was that attitude that 
brought, not just those art classes, but 
also lectures, artifacts representing the 
world’s cultures, at one point a costume 
rental service, and outreach into the 
schools (Blue Hill had something 
like 13 schools at the time) under the 
auspices of the library. 

I admire that attitude and I think 
we’re still being pushed forward by 
the momentum Adelaide Pearson gave us back in the 1930s. When 
I am contemplating a new service, or evaluating an old one, I often 
ask myself, WWAPD–What Would Adelaide Pearson Do? I wonder 
how she would react to the directions that BHPL is headed in—early 
childhood support, engagement with teens, a continued emphasis on 
art, a place for meetings big and small, support for telecommuters, the 
“living-room-ization” of the library, concerts, movies, and just the sheer 
volume of library offerings.

I think Blue Hill offers the most fertile conditions for a public library, 
serving as a center of cultural activity for the village and peninsula, and I 
am glad Miss Pearson and her team planted such fruitful seeds. I’d hope 
that she would be very pleased with today’s BHPL. 

Remembering Marcia Schatz ~ Holly Williams, Circulation Department Head, Bangor Public Library

Marcia Schatz, the Blue Hill Public Library’s 
Director from 1994-2001, was a woman with 
vision and drive. Her passion for education 
and children’s literature impacted her work at 
BHPL. When she led the library’s expansion and 
renovation project from 1999-2001, Marcia’s 
continual advocacy for the larger children’s room 
and the first teen area, are why they exist today. 
Starting in 1998, she led the way for automating 
the library, taking BHPL from card catalogs to 
computers. Marcia did all of this with patience, 
fortitude, and humor. She not only made a 
difference to the Blue Hill Public Library, 
Marcia revolutionized it.

I will always remember Marcia for being 
my first mentor and ultimately my friend. She 
hired me to be the Assistant Director in 1998 
and although I had my degree and one year of 
librarianship under my belt, Marcia was really 
the one who taught me how to be a librarian, 
including that much of being a librarian was 
working with people—library users, staff, 
board members. If you don’t enjoy people, 

you won’t enjoy working in libraries. Marcia 
was a wonderful self-esteem boost to a young 
professional. She always asked my thoughts on 
situations and issues the library faced, gave me 
the autonomy to try out new programs, and 
provided as many professional development 
opportunities as she could. 

Marcia taught me to always find something 

you love in what you do. No matter how busy 
Marcia was, she carved out at least an hour a day 
to either conduct children’s story time or work 
at the circulation desk—the things that brought 
her joy. I have carried that lesson with me as I 
have been on my own professional journey as 
library director and department head.

Like many librarians, Marcia was an avid 
reader and listener of audiobooks. Whenever we 
talked, we always compared notes on what we 
were reading or listening to. This last year, she 
was only able to listen to books, but it still didn’t 
stop her from enjoying them, recommending 
titles to me, and asking for suggestions. She 
was a lifelong learner and educator.
Marcia died earlier this month. I’m sorry if 

you never had the pleasure of knowing her. She 
was one of those rare people who was truly good, 
tremendously intelligent, so kind, and had the 
absolute best smile. I will miss Marcia’s wisdom, 
her laugh, and her love. I will miss my dear friend 
and librarian extraordinaire, Marcia Schatz.

Marcia Schatz with her husband and former 
Blue Hill Selectman Jim Schatz in 2021.
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Recent Board Transitions 
~ Callie Curtis, Board Member
At the Blue Hill Public Library’s 

Annual meeting on April 24, 2024, 
we thanked retiring Board members 
for their tremendous service to the 
library community. Molly Munn 
(Blue Hill) completed 5 years on 
the Board during a time of great 
challenge (the pandemic) and great 
growth (the completion of the 
Adelaide Pearson Room). During 
her service, she enthusiastically 
took on many roles, always with 
creative energy and commitment, 
most recently chairing the Personnel 
Committee. Greg Forrest (Surry) 
served 3 terms, and in his nine 
years, he managed the plant sale, 
chaired the Buildings and Grounds 
Committee, and served on the 
Strategic Planning Committee. He 
took on all these roles with a positive 
attitude, guaranteeing their success. 
Amanda Provencher (Penobscot) 
helped manage the Plant Sale, 
and served on the Development 
Committee, taking an active role 
in making the Groundhog Day 
Ball a success. She brought the 
unique perspective of a successful 
businesswoman with young children 
to the board.  

We thank Molly, Greg, and 
Amanda for their service to the library. 
They leave an exemplary record of 

achievement! After 
bidding farewell and 
thanks to the three 
departing board 
members, we elected 
three new board 
members, including 
Tammy Vu (East Blue 
Hill), Gale Brownlow 
Flax (Sedgwick), and 
Martina Herries 
(Surry). They bring 
unique backgrounds 
and skills to the 
board.

•  Tammy Vu has been a teacher, 
a school administrator, and is 
active in the Kollegewidgwok 
Yacht Club sailing school. She is 
an active member of the East Blue 
Hill community, and is also on 
the Town of Blue Hill’s Climate 
Resilience Committee. She and her 
husband have two children.

•  Gale Brownlow Flax grew up 
in Blue Hill, then moved away 
with her husband (a Navy pilot) 
and has now returned to Sedgwick. 
She brings a unique international 
perspective, having lived in Peru, 
Thailand, England, and Germany. 
She has been a medical illustrator 
and art teacher and exhibited her 
paintings in an October 2019 
show at the library titled “Field 
and Feathers.” 

•  Martina Herries was Executive 
Director of the Bagaduce Lending 
Library from 2011-2018. She has 
many non-profit management skills, 
including fundraising, marketing, 
communications, and facilities 
management. She was born in 
Germany and came to the US in 
1957.

Each of the new board members 
expressed an appreciation for the 
role the Blue Hill Library plays 
in the community, and for the 
particular importance of libraries 
in their own lives. We are very glad 
to have them on board.

Friends  
of the Library  
and People Like You 

~ Malcolm Purvis,  
President of the  

Friends of the Library Board

The Friends of the Blue Hill Public 
Library had a great year in 2023, raising 
about $30,000! These funds do not go to the 
library’s operating budget but instead fund 
additional, non-budgeted requests from the 
library director and staff.  For example, much 
of the special programming for kids is made possible by the Friends, 
including the wildly popular Frogtown Mountain Puppeteers. The Friends 
also add to the library’s collections of movies, provide additional digital 
content (eBooks, etc.), fund the daily New York Times subscription, 
and the library’s Community Holiday Party. Most recently, we chipped 
in to help reupholster the round couch in the art gallery—after nearly 
20 years it was starting to show some wear and tear—and a new water-
bottle friendly drinking fountain.

Book sales account for some 90 percent of the Friends’ fundraising. 
The Board was very creative during the pandemic with workarounds 
to sustain sales such as Fair Weather Books (the book sale kiosk out 
front) and the gradual re-opening of the Book Nook, which is now 
open during all library hours, with a lovely new sign pointing the way 
down the stairs. More recent innovations have been the opening of a 
free book table at the Lawrence Family Fitness Center and the election 
of three past board members to Emeritus status. And most importantly, 
we have expanded the number of Friends of the Library board members, 
including parents of younger patrons of the library, which bodes well 
for the future direction of the Friends.

Lastly, I must give a shout-out for our wonderful volunteers. Volunteers 
not only clean, sort, and stock the shelves of the Book Nook and Fair 
Weather Books kiosk but they also assist the library’s own major fundraising 
efforts, such as the week-long Paint the Peninsula auction in July. In October, 
we will be holding a brief annual meeting to elect officers for the coming 
year. The time and place will 
be announced in the press and 
in the library’s weekly email 
events newsletter. However, 
the most important objective 
will be to give well deserved 
recognition to our volunteers. 
We welcome all patrons of the 
library to join us to express 
appreciation to the Friends 
volunteers who are the 
backbone of our support of 
the Blue Hill Public Library. 
Looking forward to seeing 
you there!  2

Teens got an “Anime Your Way” workshop with author and illustrator 
Carlos Nieto III thanks to funds from the Friends of the Library.  

They had a blast!
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THANK YOU TO ALL WHO CONTRIBUTED TO  
THE BLUE HILL LIBRARY IN 2023

$10,000 +
Anonymous (1)
A Climate to Thrive 
The Becton Family Foundation
Clements Family Charitable Trust
Dr. Maxene S. Doty
Estate of Anthony Heller
Francis & Louise Nichols 
 Foundation
Friends of the Blue Hill Library 
Barbara Haring ART +
Annie & Charles Holland
Joyce Neiditz Snow
Stanley Subaru SPO +
Town of Blue Hill 

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous (2)
Mary & Jim Crawford 
Dorothy Jordan Chadwick Fund, 
–recommended by Ann Luskey
Shelley & Jeffrey Kehl  
Lawrence Family Foundation
Lojo Foundation
Maine Community Foundation 
The Maurice Amado Foundation, 
–recommended by
 Mr. & Mrs. David P. Amado
Pat Whitney Messler
Town of Sedgwick 
Marjorie L. Yesley & 
 Claude Dupuy

$1,000 - $4,999
Ms. Leslie Anderson ART SPO +
Bar Harbor Bank & Trust SPO 
Benedict-Miller Foundation, 
–recommended by Edward Swain
Barbara Bramble FSG +
Steve & Susan Brookman 
Sue-Ann & Bill Buckley
Lynn Cheney 
Clevelands on the Cape Fund 
Cheryl Coffin ART
Colloquy Downeast
Douglas & Sophie Cowan
Jon & Malinda Curtis
Randall & Caroline Curtis FSG + 
Joan & Jim Darby
Mrs. Carolyn Davis 
Richard & Brooke Dojny
Ann Sterling, 
–advisor of a component fund of the 
  Maine Community Foundation
Melinda Donovan 
Virginia Drewry & Abby Martin, 
–in memory of the Martin & Hoagland  
 Families & Rev. Edward Dufresne
Familya Place Libraries 
Shepard Krech & Sheila ffolliott 
Ms. Suzanne Gylfe, 
–in memory of Dr. Julie Gylfe
Elisabeth Heinicke & 
 Michael Levin 

Hickrill Foundation, 
–recommended by Debbie Weil & 
  Sam Harrington
Betsey Holtzmann & Abe Noyes 
Ted Johnson
Edward & Carolyn Kiessling
Donald King & 
 David McDonald FSG
Susan & John Kirk 
Laurence Flood

Prue Larocca
Macy & Bob Lasky
Elyse B. & Donald R. Lehman
Linda & Steve Lindsay
Diane & Jim Lyon
Sarah McCloskey 
Eileen McCormack FSG
The Merle B. Grindle 
 Agency SPO +
Bill & Lesa Netherton
Tynan Family Charitable Trust
Rebecca Pirozzolo-Mellowes
Malcolm Purvis
Ms. Susan Richardson
Jerry Rose ART
Jean K. Savalchak
Nina Munk & Peter Soriano
Bruce Stahnke ART 
Stanley Family Foundation
Thomas & Yolanda Stein
The Taber Foundation
Will & Phyllis Taylor FSG
The Martin Foundation
Town of Penobscot 
Town of Surry 
Mrs. Caroline Werth 
Wilder Family Charitable Fund
Ms. Eleanor Wilkinson FSG
Williams Family Foundation 

$500 - $999
Anonymous (2)
Karen Applebome FSG
Patty Bacon
Rainette Bannon
Deborah Belyea ART +
Dana & Gayle Bennett
Stephen & Shirrin Blaisdell
George Blake FSG
Blue Hill Books FSG SPO

P. Boyden, 
–in honor of Pete
Brooklin Boat Yard SPO 
Mr. Colton Brown 
Wendy & Jack Brown 
Lee & Libby Buck
Camden National Bank SPO 
Don & Deb Christian 
The Christopher Group SPO 
Mrs. Kimberly Colla
Ann & Dan Conable
Ms. Claire S. Connor
Donna & Nick Constantinople
Dr. Allan & Mrs. Linda Currie
Ms. Daisy de Puthod ART
Diamond Rock Advisors SPO
Kate Emlen ART
Jean Eysenbach, 
–in memory of John P. Eysenbach
First National Bank, Blue Hill SPO 
Ms. Birgit Frind ART
Christopher & Sarah Gleason 
Carolyn & Ralph Graves
Grace & Bill Gregor
Mr. David Gylfe, 
–in memory of Dr. Julie Gylfe
Hannaford Supermarket, Blue Hill 
Dana & Howard Harrison 
 

Carol Herrmann, 
–in memory of Robert O. Herrmann
Hewes & Company SPO 
Eleanor & Leigh Hoagland, 
–in honor of Virginia Drewry & Abby   
  Martin; in memory of Curtiss Martin
Jill Hoy ART
Jonathan Ingham 
Terence Janericco   
Jennifer Johnson FSG
Judith K. Keenan 
Gilbert & Rebecca Kerlin
Douglas Klaucke & Natalie Moses 
Jill Knowles & Paul Sullivan 
Phillips & Karen Kuhl 
Nicole Lawton
Deborah Little & Tyler Miller 
Mary McGregor 
William McHenry ART
Marcia McKeague & Chris Austin
Jane McNichol ART, 
–in memory of Dick Roelofs
Michael & Julia McVaugh 
Katherine & Robert Messenger 
Laura Miller 
Ruth & Scott Miller FSG
Jeff & Karen Milliken
Paula Deitz Morgan, 
–in honor of all the librarians
Linda Murnik & Hugh Nazor FSG
Gretchen Nagy & Allan Sandlin 
Dethier Family, 
–in memory of 
 Charles & Maisie Dethier
Parker Ridge 
 Retirement Community SPO 
Lisa & Doug Petno 
Bronson Platner
Joy & Tom Richardson 
Jeanne Rotunda & 
 Michael Weinberg 
Mary Allison Rylands
Saltmeadow Properties SPO 
Barbara & Curtis Shaw
Stuart Shaw 
Janet Shenk 
José & Pascale Soriano
Noel & Betty Stookey
Miguel Browne & 
 Silvija Strikis FSG
The Signatry, 
–recommended by Stuart Shaw
Lisa & Rex Thors 
John & Rose Herman 
 Support Foundation, 
–recommended by Jacquelynn Kaufman
Derek & Ellen van Bever 
 Foundation
Linda & Jack Viertel
William & Doris Webb FSG 
Suzanne & Gus Williamson 
Patrick R. Wilmerding
Diane & John Woodruff
Micca & Ben Wootten

$250 - $499
Anonymous (1)
Downeast Properties FSG
Deborah Amato, 
–in memory of Joseph A. Amato
Christopher & Nancy Baker, 
–in memory of Jim & Maureen Baker
Andrew Baldwin, Baldwin Inc.
Margret Baldwin ART
Mary Barnes & Peter Neill 
Sandy & Robert Baroody FSG +
Sandy Baroody ART
Stan & Barbara Barwise
Rob Loomis & Leslie Becker
Samantha Becker ART
Ms. Janis Behm ART
Cheryl & Rich Boulet FSG +, 
–in memory of Dick Roelofs
Sergei Breus & Serena Evans FSG
Steve Brookman ART
Deborah & Peter Burt
Carol Byars ART
Mary Callahan, 
–in memory of Rev. Edward Dufresne
Mr. John Carew FSG
DJ Case & 
 Rollie Feuchtenberger FSG
Gertrude Kalnow Chisholm & 
 Homer D.W. Chisholm 
Judith & Howard Chittenden
Jim Church 
Robert & Patricia Clapp
Christopher Closs, 
–in memory of Pamela R. McDonald
Mark Cluett FSG, 
–in memory of Libby Cluett
Jessica Booth FSG
Stephen Collier ART
Merle & Bonnie Copper, 
–in memory of Rev. Edward Dufresne
Gayle & Oliver Cousins
Mary Glassanos & 
 George Crampton FSG
Melinda Crippen FSG 
Anne Cushman FSG
John Cusick & Lyn Adams 
Stu Davis   
Janelle Delicata ART 
Blaise DeSibour III & Leslie Clapp
Ms. Janet Dewar
John & Marcia Diamond FSG +
Alison Dibble ART
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Dodge 
Downeast Graphics
Yvan & Donna Dupuy
John F. Edwards
El El Frijoles SPO +
George & Pamela Elias
Pamela Elias ART
Tony & Sarah Everdell FSG
Jill Finsen ART
Françoise Gervais ART +
Françoise Gervais & 
 Scott Blanchard
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Peter & Anne Gilchrist
Sarah Jane Gillett FSG
Ms. Anne Gotwals FSG
Ms. Michele A. Gower ART
Leda Beth Gray & 
 David Drake FSG +
Margie & David Gray FSG
Terry & Sally Gray
Edward B. Grimball
Sasha Gross ART
Annie Guppy & David Zachow
Suzanne Gwynn 
Patricia Gylfe, 
–in memory of Dr. Julie Gylfe
Ms. Elizabeth Hallett ART
Gary Harmatz, 
–in memory of Keri Rothhouse
Marcia Hart-Quinby & 
 David Quinby FSG
Jane Heizmann FSG, 
–in memory of 
 William A. Heizmann III
Hanna & Kris Henderson FSG
Elaine & Michael Hewes 
Glenn & Laura Hill 
Bob & Joan Holmberg
Ms. Samantha Hutchinson
Integralis Education 
Wendy Jagger ART
Emily Johansen ART
Robert Jones 
Charlotte Joslin & Leslie Cheek
Paul Kelly & Kate O’Dell FSG
Kneisel Hall
William & Christine Leith FSG
Virginia Liberatore & 
  Steven Simon
Sally Littlefield ART
MAE SPO +
Meg Maiden FSG
Mainescape Garden Center SPO +
Catherine Thompson & 
 Edward Manuel
Frederica Marshall ART +
John Marshall & Kathy Olsen
Dick & Mindy Marshuetz
Debra & Frank Marsteller, 
–in honor of Shelley Kehl
Elizabeth McCrum, 
–in honor of Jean Palmer Messex
Michael McFarland FSG
Dan & Nancy McGraw
Jon McMillan & 
 Kathryn Rensenbrink
Kim & Lisa McMullin, 
–in memory of Rev. Edward Dufresne
Carol Merrifield 
Brad Meyer
Nathaniel & Erin Meyer FSG
Allison Taff Migel 
Barry & Susie Mills FSG
Bebe & Terry Moulton FSG
TJ Mueller
Tony Nicholas FSG
Lisa Oettinger ART
Susan Pacholski & 
 Nigel Purvis FSG
Diana Page & Oscar Ruiz FSG

Paramount 
Patricia Pettigrew ART
Lawrence & Anne Piazza
William & Ann Pladson FSG
Bob & Annie Poole 
Timothy & Barbara Poole FSG
Rebecca Poole-Heyne ART
Vivian Pyle & 
 Anthony Anemone FSG 
Rebekah Raye ART
Mr. & Mrs. 
 John E. Richardson FSG
John & Renee Richardson
Peggy Richardson
Penny Ricker ART
Melissa Rioux ART
Anna Roelofs FSG
Peter & Julie Roth FSG
Laura Sargent ART
Thomas Schaub & Janet Beaver
Dorrance & Patty Sexton
Nicholas Sichterman & 
 Mariah Hughs
Jeffrey & Barbara Steele
Robert & Kristina Stephens FSG
Ms. Katherine Stookey 
Pamela Storm
Marcia Stremlau ART
Sarah & James Talalay 
Joseph Trachtenberg & 
 Wendy Silver FSG
Win & Deb Turner FSG
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas P. Vanburen 
Michael Vermette ART
Joan Vienot ART
Cynthia & Walter Voigt
Chris Wanning 
Mr. Luke Williams
Cynthia Winings Gallery ART

$100 - $249
Anonymous (3)
Claire Agoliati & Douglas Trenkle
Eileen Ahern ART
Raymond J. & Stella Akscin
Leverett C. Alcott
Rick Alexander FSG
Marianne Alweis
Anchor Capital Advisors, LLC., 
–in memory of Rev. Edward Dufresne
Bill & Lanny Anderson 
Kathleen & Sherwood Anderson
Emil & Ellie Andy 
Martha Arnaud, 
–in memory of Dorthy F. Arnaud
Pam Aubuchon-Fields & 
 George Fields
Roger Baker 
Leda & Gregory Ball
Richard Bartlett & Julie Reed
William Barton & 
 Marcia Wakeman
Daksha/Janet Baumann FSG
Carole Beal
Beehive Development SPO
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Belyea
Mr. Erich Bensheimer
Stephen Benson, Ph.D. FSG

Michelle Berger & Kevin Bach 
Riva & Arnold Berleant, 
–in memory of BG Thorpe
Esther Berry, 
–in memory of Loren Berry
Ruth Billings, 
–in memory of Rev. Edward Dufresne
Holly Bixby
Tom Bjorkman & 
 Roxanne Donahey
Barbara Blake-Chapman & 
 Rodney Chapman
Blue Hill Bridge Club 
Blue Hill Co-op SPO 
Blue Oceans Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Boechat 
Brackett’s Property Service
Amy Bramblett & 
 Khalif Williams FSG
Alexandre & Martha Bravo 
Charles & Judy Brenton
Ekaternia Breus
Richard & Linda Brownell
Carolyn & Thomas Bugbee FSG +
Tom Bugbee ART
Ken & Kathy Burgess
Robert Burns & Gary Schiro 
Sara Bushmann & Scott Howell 
Kathryn Calhoun ART
Janet Carpenter & Bob Salesi 
Preston & Beth Carter FSG
Bill & Deb Case FSG

Lucia & Peter Gill Case 
Priscilla L. Cash FSG, 
–in memory of Esther Wood; 
  in honor of Jessica Booth
Philip Osgood & 
 Lydia Cassatt FSG
Sally Debra Charnow 
Johanna Chase ART
Cheryl Boulet, CPA SPO 
Katherine Noble Churchill ART
Ronald & Juliet Cimino, 
–in memory of Louie Levy

Avy Claire
Henrietta Clews FSG
John, Kelly & Coco Close FSG, 
–in memory of C.P. Shaughnessy, Jr. 
Julia Cluett & Robert Shepley
Susan & Richard Coates 
Cheryl Coffin & Ralph Topham, 
–in memory of Rev. Edward Dufresne
Joe Colby
Sandra & Stephen Collier, 
–in honor of Andy Collier
Paula Colwell
Compass Point Real Estate
Mark Connolly FSG
Camille Cooper & 
 Kenneth Rossner
Molly & Daniel Cooper FSG
Laurie Copithorne ART
Shannon Corliss
Emily Cushman FSG
Mr. & Mrs. David P. Danielson, 
–in memory of Margaret Danielson
Alexandra & 
 William Daugherty 
Galen Davis ART
Nina Davis & Chris Dadian 
Phyllis Day FSG
Lorie Dechar & 
 Benjamin Fox FSG 
Kurt & Jennifer Denlinger 
 & Family 
Ron dePaolo

Dr. Philip DeShong 
Deborah Dethier
Deborah DeWitt & 
 Charles M. Lucas
David Dietrich
Annette Dixon, 
–in memory of Philip Dussault
Patricia Donahue
Carmel Donoghue ART
Priscilla du Pont 
Martha Dudman 
Noreen Eagleston ART

Elizabeth Eaton, 
–in memory of Barbara Martin
John Edson & Carrie Morris, 
–in memory of Cliff Nichols
John & Mary Edwards
Ms. Tracy Eisenhauer ART
Meredith & Donald Eley 
Frederick Elliot
Elliott Architects SPO 
Sam & Linda Emerson
Timothy & Kathy Emerson 
Mr. & Mrs. George Emlen
Margot & Bill Entwisle
Eysenbach Family, 
–in memory of John P. Eysenbach
Susan & Tim Farrar 
Charles & Carley Ferden FSG 
Susan Finsen FSG
Barrett & Jean Flanders
Mr. & Ms. Peter G. Fletcher 
Verge Forbes
Haydee Foreman
Lane Franz 
James M. Litton & 
 Betsy Pingree Frawley
Richard Freeman & Nancee Bender 
David & Carolyn Friedell, 
–in memory of Betsy Wade Boylan
Mrs. Celine Frueh FSG
Anina P. Fuller ART
Jacques Gagné 
Elaine & Tom Gagner
David & Pat Galipeau
Nora Gallagher & Vincent Stanley 
Tracy & Nathan Gandy FSG
Donald & Nancy Gantz, 
–in memory of Rev. Edward Dufresne
Ronald Garber, MD
Betty Gatewood & 
 George Shakespear
Lila & Craig Gilbert, 
–in memory of Courtenay & 
  Woody Haight
Todd Gilmour
Eric Glass ART
Marie Goddard FSG 
Mr. John Gray
John & Katie Greenman FSG
Suzanne & Dick Grosh 
Larry Gross & 
 Christine Skwiot FSG
Richard S. Gurin
Ulrike Guthrie Editing Services 
Hale & Hamlin LLC SPO 
Anne Hall 
Rooney Hall 
Hammond Lumber Co. SPO 
Handworks Gallery SPO 
Carolyn Hanke
Hannaford Reusable Bag Program 
Harborview Apartments 
Mr. James Harrington
Kathleen Hayward 
Fred & Prudy Heilner  
Bruce & Martina Herries 
John Hodgman & 
 Katherine Fletcher 
John F. Hodgman & Adele Pike
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Judy Holder ART
Stephanie Holmes & Colin Fay
Lyn Littlefield Hoopes 
Ellie & Paul Horwitz
Edee Howland ART
Huckel - Bauer Family 
Kevin Hunt
Marilyn Huss, 
–in memory of Paul Huss
Keith Hutchison & Lucy Rowe 
Marissa Hutchinson & 
 Lucie Olsen
Richard & Lorraine Hutchinson
Margery & Willliam Irvine FSG
The Island Agency SPO 
Shelley & Rob Jackson, 
–in honor of Kendall Chapman
Anita & Eric Jacobssen
Toini Jaffe 
Karin & Steve Jagiela
Frances Jennings
Betsy & George Joe, 
–in honor of the Caldwell Family   
  (Harry & Kate)
Ms. Maggie Johnston ART
Lucas Jurgensen
Melody Lewis-Kane
Lauren Karopkin & 
 David Schofield, 
–in memory of Donald Schofield
Dr. Virginia Kaufmann 
Jeremy Kazan & Kendra Thulin
Wyn Kelley & Dale Peterson FSG
Susan Kerwin FSG
Michelle Keyo & 
 Michael Sheahan FSG
King Hill Farm
Kathy Kling & John Fearey 
Judy Knight
The W. C. Koch Family FSG +
Eleni & David Koenka
Maria Kolenda & Douglas Fulton, 
–in honor of the library staff
Anita Kolisch ART
Jim & Sharon Kosinski
Laura Kuhl & Ben Lakin 
Ms. Jadyn LaDeau ART
Liz LaManche ART
Ann & Rick Landesberg FSG
Rick Landesberg ART
Ann Lape
Elizabeth Lastaiti
Donald Lateiner, 
–in memory of Bonnie Beth Lateiner
Shelley Latham & 
 Kenton Jakub FSG
Miss Tiffany Laufer ART
The Law Family: 
 Ian, Wanda, Julia, Amy
Leaf & Anna SPO 
Gay & Mike Leh 
Dana & Gigi Leonard 
Mr. Jonathan Lesser FSG
Juliet Lesser & Robert Roy 
William Leuszler, 
–in memory of Elvira Bass
Wendy Lewis ART
Amanda Liang FSG

Robin Lincoln
Jenny & Dave Lisle 
Arthur Lynn FSG
M.E. Astbury & Son, Inc.
Sheena MacPherson FSG
Mary Maffei 
William & Elaine Mahony
Maine Humanities Council
Richard & Barbara Malm FSG
Clifford Manchester 
Barbara Manicatide
Melissa Marcello & Eric Sturm
James L. Markos
Robin Jettinghoff & 
 John Marples FSG
Katherine Marsh 
Maria Matthews & 
 Michael Scott FSG
Hugh McCall
Ms. Ann W. McGraw
Thom McLaughlin & 
 Dolores Seymour
Meaghan McMonagle & 
 Zachary Holderby
Carol Ann McNeal FSG
Babs & Paul McNulty
Dr. Margaret E. McVey 
Ray Merrill FSG
Catherine Michaud, 
–in memory of Rev. Edward Dufresne
Marilyn Miller, 
–in memory of Dottie Hayes
Lorenzo Mitchell
Rosalani Moore ART
William & Carolyn Mor 
Dennis Moran
Catherine A. Morse & 
 Anthony Aman FSG 
Dr. Joann B. Morton
Lynda Moulton, 
–in memory of Fred Feyling
Molly Munn FSG
MunnWorks SPO 
Holly & Matthew Murphy FSG
Kevin D. Murphy 
Murphy-Shrewsbury 
 Charitable Fund
Margaret Myers, 
–in memory of Stanley Myers
Ms. Jenna Nelson & 
 Mr. Russell Patton FSG
Linda & Peter Nelson 
Rebecca Nemser, 
–in memory of Paul Nemser
Sam & Jane Nesbitt
Ann Neuhauser & John Sanches
Erin Niehoff
O’Brien Family FSG
Doreen O’Connor ART
Susan O’Connor
Lisa & Frederick Oettinger
Owl Furniture: A Wing of the 
 Geoffrey Warner Studio SPO 
Parker Ridge Book Club SPO
Leonard Parrott
Esther Parson
Dave & Betty Parsons
James & Bonnie Paulas

Paul & Kip Perkinson FSG
William Petersen & Susan Sharko, 
–in honor of Blue Hill Garage
Thomas Nash Pfeifle, 
–in memory of 
  Hope Gregory Taplin Pfeifle
Sherry Pfister
Andrew Phelan, 
–in memory of Sheila Varnum
Kevin & Virginia Poland
Vicki Pollard & 
  Howard Evans FSG +
Ron & Mary Pressman
Rosemary & Perry Price
Karen & Dale Prinkey
Sarah Prior 
Janice W. Prior-Crofoot FSG 
Katharina Radcliffe FSG
Peggy & Chris Raphael 
Melinda Reach & JP Lecomte

Ms. Florence L. Reed FSG
Cathy Rees 
Martin & Margaret Reick
Resilience Works, LLC
Marc Restuccia & 
 Robin Yurkevicz FSG
James & Catherine Reuter 
Hal & Lisa Reynolds
Stephen Rhoades 
Ms. Elizabeth Richardson 
Lauren & Meredith Richardson 
Carol & John Rivers 
Ms. Rita Roberts FSG
Ronald Harte Antiques SPO 
Rosenthal Family Charitable Fund, 
–in memory of Raymond Rhinehart 
Loyda Rovere, 
–in memory of Arturo G. Costantino
Melissa Roy FSG + 
John Ryan
Paul Sacaridiz & 
 Jennifer Lapham FSG +
Jim & Bridget Saltonstall
Sargentville Thursday Club

Eric & Eveleen Sass FSG
Elizabeth Sawyer ART
Ruth Saxl FSG
Norm & Donna Scheutzow  
Jack Schlueter ART
Michael Schoettle 
Ms. Anne Schroth
Roman & Lisa Harries Schumann 
Elsie Sealander ART +
June E. Sendrowski
Louise C. Shackett FSG 
Mimi Sheller 
Barbara Shelley ART
Hayley Simon & Robert Drach 
Michael Sinclair 
Nikos Singelis 
Cameron Skene FSG 
Janet Schlesinger & Jerry Jaffee 
Walter Smalling, 
–in memory of Ray Rhinehart

Vicky Smith ART
Butler Smythe 
Susan Snider & Michael Percy
Colleen B. Spangler
Bruce Stahnke & Erlynne Kitagawa
The Stanton Family 
The Steenberg Family 
Richard Storck & Aletha Langham
Sherry Streeter ART
Marcia & Peter Stremlau
Patricia Tyson Stroud
Nancy Struever 
Caroline Sulzer ART
Seth Sutel 
Marc L. Swartzbaugh ART
Michael Stickney & Thomas Tabor
Paul & Kay Taheri
Bruce Talley ART
W. Paul Starkey Foundation, 
–in memory of Paul & Betty Starkey
Mary Martha Thiel FSG
Lowell Thomas
Megan Thomas & Tom Bodenberg
Sharon Thompson 

Carrie Thornburg-Bearse
Rosemary Thorne & 
 Patrick Moroney
Maura L. Tillotson ART
Terri Titcomb 
Kate Tomkins & Fred Viennot
Martha Tompkins
Jon Tomson 
Michael & Ann Trainor
Jennifer & Andrew Traub 
Elizabeth True   
Harry P. Trueheart
Marc & Kathy Tucker 
Katharine Turok, 
–in memory of Lucy Cassidy-Van Hoff
Lisa Tyson Ennis 
U.S. Bancorp Foundation 
Adele Ursone & George Matteson
Marjorie Valdes 
William Van Hoff, 
–in memory of Lucy Cassidy-Van Hoff
Viking Lumber
Sarah Vollman ART
Carolyn & Parker Waite FSG +
Leslie Walton
Hannah Webber & Greg Forrest
Josh & Melanie Wehrwein FSG
Lisa Welch
Nancy Werth FSG
Jeffrey & Anita Wessel 
Whelan Family Foundation, 
–in memory of Rev. Edward Dufresne
Jane Whitney & Richard Hero
Robin G. Wilder 
Judy McGeorge & David Williams 
Sara Willis, 
–in memory of Margot Willis Crary
Eliza Wilmerding, 
–in memory of Elsie Wilmerding
Nancy & John Wilson
Tracy Winthrop
Susan C. Wolf, 
–in memory of Leon Berell
Barbara J. Woodhouse
Barbara Wright 
Eleanor Wright
Carolyn Yoder
Chris & Elizabeth Young
Jeffrey Young 
Quentin & Susan Young, 
–in memory of Charles & Edna Gillis
Fabiola Zambon ART
Charles & Victoria Zelnick 
Syedell Zove & Steve Kaufman 
Guillermo Zubillaga

Up to $99
Anonymous (4)
Jeannine Aidala, 
–in memory of Rev. Edward Dufresne
Chrissy & Lucas Allen FSG +, 
–in memory of Tony & Dorothy Arnaud
Lakeisha Allen 
Mary & Ron Allen FSG 
Mr. Paul Allen
Wendy Alpaugh 
Carlos & Jeanne Amaral, 
–in memory of John Grant

...Donors $100 to $249 continued

Our goal is to properly acknowledge each and every gift. See something missing or incorrect? Please let us know! 
SPO = Paint the Peninsula Sponsor. FSG = Four Seasons Giving. ART = donations include proceeds from the sale of art. + = individual donations in addition to FSG or ART
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...Donors up to $99 continued

Ms. Justine Appel
Ms. Amy Archer
Lisa Arhontes-Marshall & 
 Chris Marshall FSG
Janet E. Astbury, 
–in memory of Travis Astbury
Jackie Bahn-Henkelman
Deena Ball ART
John & Mikey Bannister
Richard Barnes & 
 Suzanne Van Wye 
Christin H. Barnett, 
–in memory of Courtenay Haight
Jo Barrett
Sarah Baskin ART
Tom Batt & Galen Davis
Margaret Beaulieu ART
Mark & Martha Bell
Scot & Trudy Bell 
Carol Benson ART
Jim Bergin & Judy Garvey 
Nancy & Warren Berkowitz, 
–in honor of Marjorie Yesley
Paul R. Bernard
Rachel Gordon Bernstein & 
 Rob Bernstein
Randolf Biggers
Hubert & Carol Billings
D. Jefferson Blackwell 
Blue Zee Farm
Mr. Thomas Boals, 
–in honor of Jean Olivett’s birthday
Ellen Booraem 
Nancy & Charles Boothby
Nancy Bos
Elena Bourakovsky, 
–in memory of Bill Raiten
Ms. Anne Bowes
Gerald Brache & 
 Merrill Slaven-Brache, 
–in memory of Tony Arnaud
Lynn & Jon Braff
Betsy Braunhut 
Candice Bray & Peter Smith 
Jodie & Richard Brockway 
Joseph Bruno 
Juanita A. Bruns, 
–in honor of Mr. Edward Bruns
Brenda Buchanan 
Kathie & Jack Burnett
Melissa Buxton ART
Dr. Richard Carter, 
–in honor of Jonathan Fisher & 
  Rich Boulet
Attie & Jules Carville FSG
Wayne Chadburn & 
  Edward DeVito
Nathaniel Chase & 
 Annelise Schantz
Regina Christianson & 
 Steven Whiteley 
Charles & Katherine Claggett
Mary L. Cockburn
The Comedy Collective
Lorna & Chris Collins
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Conte 
Trish Cooper & Woody Petry
William & Kathleen Cotter 

Everett Cox
Jane Crosen & Richard Washburn
Ms. Shirley Crumm
Edward & Elisabeth Curran
Patricia J. Curtis & 
 John M. Chapel, 
–in memory of Rev. Edward Dufresne
Liz Cutler ART
Hannah Cyrus
Barbara Damrosch & 
 Eliot Coleman
Linda & Phil De Rose, 
–in memory of Margo Harvey
Suzanne & David Decrow
Rudoph H. Deetjen III 
Daniel & Susan Dennett
Leland Dennett 
Nancy H. Dewey
Kathryn & Andrew Dillon 
Anne & Dana Douglass 
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Dunham 
Randy Eckard
Henry & Denise Eckert
Rose Edwards
Matthew & Elizabeth Elliott 
Anne D. Emerson
Virginia Emerson
Brenda Engelkemier 
Anne Ericson
Rosemary Evans-Banks, 
–in memory of 
  Mrs. & Mr. William Edmonston
Greg & Cindy Feltus
Benjamin Filippo & Alison Rudel
Bob & Nina Fleming 
William Fletcher FSG
Ann Flewelling & Charles Read
Kathy Flood
Albert Fortune, 
–in memory of John M. Fortune
Sheila Gallagher
Doreen Garber
Susan Gerbino
Naomi & Al Gerstein
Hendrik Gideonse
Richard & Kathy Githens 
Phil & Linda Glaser
Kathleen Glennon & 
 Wimberley Burton 
Richard Goldsby
Janis Goodman 
Deborah Grimmig
Kathyrn W. Grover, 
–in memory of Kerry M. Grover
Susan Guilford FSG +
Boyd & Susan Haight
Doug & Jane Haldane 
Ashley & Mert Hanscom
Ellen Harford
Leah Harp
Fred & Lillian Harrigan
Cathy Hart
Charles Caldwell Hart Jr. 
Jud & Gretchen Hartmann
Susan M. Harvey 
Nancy Hatfield 
Nancy Hathaway
Christine Hedges

Jennifer Henderson ART
James & Patricia Henry, 
–in memory of Rev. Edward Dufresne
Keith Herklotz 
Groves Herrick
Judyth S. Herrick 
Susan Hill 
Pamela H. Holden
Pat & Peter Horton
Parker & Susan Hudson
Vicki & Frank Hull 
Mark Hurvitt 
Peter & Valorie Jandreau
Ms. Judith Jerome
Barry Johnson FSG 
Steve & Dede Johnson FSG 
David Jolly & Royce Hardin 
Marshall & Kathy Kaiser 
Gary & Janice Kath
John & Joanne Kimball
Ms. Alice King
Dennis J. King, 
–in memory of Rev. Edward Dufresne
Peter Kleban
Deborah A. Knickerbocker
Marcia & Vaino Kola
E. Pierre Kolisch
Marilyn Krentzman
Jane LaChance 
David Laitin
Ruth Lamdan & John Wolfe
Katherine Lee 
Lee Lehto & John Gallagher
Tom Leigh
Claudette Levesque
Valencia Libby & 
 John Danzenbaker
Helena Lipstadt FSG
Amy & J.T. Loomis
Andrea Lopez 
Billy & Agnes Love
Elaine Maclean
Harris & Judy Madson, 
–in memory of Rev. Edward Dufresne
Richard Maier
Maine Coast Veterinary Hospital
Nicholas Malinowski ART
Charles Marbach ART
Susan Margolin & 
 Matt Beckwith 
Eliot Marshall 
Della Martin FSG
Edwin & Shannon Martin 
Lindsay & Stuart McLean
Molly McMillan 
Jean Ellen McSharry & 
 Chris Woerner
Donald & Mary Rae Means
Merrill & Brenda Means
John R. Miller 
Robert Miller  
Dave Mills
Brook E. Minner
Chris & Arlee Morris 
Eileen & Bill Mulliken
Brian Nanson & 
 Pam Morgenthaler-Nanson
Randi & Peter Neblett 

Mr. Christopher Nelson
Elinor Neuhauser
Joyce Newkirk
Sheila & Tom Nichols
Noack-Fincke Family 
Richard & Lorna Nutt
Rita O’Brien
Jean Olivett 
Basha Olson & Kevin Porter 
Carol & Steven Orlofsky
Larry & Bobby Ann Packwood
Gail Page 
Katherine Page & Alan Hein 
Tim & Diddy Parson
Patagonia
Robyn Patterson 
Jay Peterson
Ms. Kasey Peterson
Ruth & W. Lyman Phillips
Paul Pidgeon & Laurie Hoover 
David Porter 
Karen & Phil Pouzol 
Edward Power
Kipp Quinby 
Nancy Randall
Catherine Razi 
Regina Reid & Carl Haas
Wendy Ritger & Henry Elliott 
Jennifer Rosenthal
Christy Ross FSG
Virginia Royster 
Mia Rubow 
Linda Saferite, 
–in memory of Bonnie Preston
Kristin Salvatore
Rodger Sanders 
Mr. David Scates
Christine Schutt FSG 
Carla Scocchi & Seth Murray 
Ann & Steve Seery, 
–in memory of Rev. Edward Dufresne
Philip Seib
Tina Shafer
Howard Sharp
Mike & Pam Sharp 
Dorinda & Richard Sherwin 
Ellen Shockro
Marti Siebert FSG
George O. Siekkinen, Jr., 
–in memory of William Murtagh
Annie Silver & Robert Kimball 
Joan Silverman 
Dennis & Brooke Simon 
Peter & Marcia Sly 
Anne Smallidge FSG 
Christina & Joseph Smith
Peter & Beth Smola, 
–in memory of 
  Rev. Edward R. Dufresne
Daniel G. Snyder
Ms. Elizabeth M. Solet FSG
Tracy Spencer & Hank Davis 
Catherine & Scott Springer 
John Stanbury
Alexandra Stark, 
–in memory of 
  Henry Harwood Rousseau
Francine & Christopher Stark

Brennan Starkey 
Charles & Alison Stephens
Katherine Strater 
Marjorie Strauss ART
Corinne Sucsy 
Mr. Marc L. Swartzbaugh 
Thomas Sweeney 
Yasuyuki & Donna Tamaki
Becky & Sylvia Tapley 
Ken Taplin
Barbara & Pat Tedesco
Keith & Zoe Tenney 
Patricia McCunney-Thomas 
Emery Bradshaw Thomas ART
Jeff Titon & Marta Daniels 
Sarah Tomkins 
Jaime Torre Eder FSG 
Marklyn Trainor 
Paul & Jennifer Trowbridge
Richard Turner
John & Betty Tyler 
Marianne & David Vandiver
Gary Vencill 
Mr. Benjamin Vescovi
Bethany Violette 
Anne Vogt
Chip Wadsworth
Anne M. Walker
Erin & Tyler Walker
Robert S. Walker 
Margie Warner   
Ms. Joan Weaver, 
–in memory of Bonnie Preston
Tom & Marcia Wessels 
Laura West FSG
Michaella Westin
Patricia Wheeler
Marjorie & Tom Wheeler 
Norman & Lynn Whyte
Heather Conroy Wicks, 
–in honor of Alma R. Hillhouse
Maggie Williams
Christopher R. Woerner
Karen A. Wyatt
Ms. Veronica L. Young 
Adam Zemans FSG, 
–in honor of Noah & Isaiah Zemans
George & Liz Zentz
Paul Zierk

Our goal is to 
properly acknowledge 
each and every gift. 
See something 
missing or incorrect? 
Please let us know! 

Our goal is to properly acknowledge each and every gift. See something missing or incorrect? Please let us know! 
SPO = Paint the Peninsula Sponsor. FSG = Four Seasons Giving. ART = donations include proceeds from the sale of art. + = individual donations in addition to FSG or ART
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Would you like to receive our 
weekly events email newsletter? It’s 

easy to sign up at www.bhpl.net 
using this QR code.

Dreaming of Summer ~ Katherine Messenger, Board Member

Spring has ended with the fading of the lupines and lilacs, and summer 
has descended on Blue Hill. At the library, teens quickly wrap up their 
final assignments before break and zip around the lawn, at times crossing 
Parker Point Road to get a popsicle from our friends at the Blue Chill, 
then darting back through the library’s doors for a game of chess or to 
talk to friends. Young children are on the lookout for caterpillars, slugs, 
salamanders, and snails—and are eager to show their finds to “Miss 
Claire,” who is always ready to recommend a book about whatever subject 
has just ignited their imagination, even if it’s slugs. Adults of all ages are 
reading, working, or catching up with friends in the shade on the lawn. 
It’s a welcome sight to see people enjoy the library’s outdoor spaces at the 

true start of summer, when 
all is bright and bursting 
with every shade of green. As 
Henry James said, the two 
most beautiful words in the 
English language have always 
been “summer afternoon.”

Back in February, we were 
dreaming of such days when 
we hosted a new family-
friendly fundraiser, the 
Groundhog Day Ball. It was 
a runaway success, a much-needed cabin-fever reliever for those of us 
who spend winter here. Truly, was there a better way to chase away the 
doldrums—and to support the library—than by dancing to the mellifluous 
sounds of the Soul Benders while celebrating a rotund rodent, whom 
we named Stanley, after our lead sponsor, Stanley Subaru? I think not. 
We had a huge turnout, people dressed up—some in top hats, others in 
high heels, yet others as groundhogs—and it couldn’t have been possible 
without the recent revamping of the Adelaide Pearson Room. We are 
grateful to have this beautiful and shape-shifting room, which in the 
past year has been the site of many popular and varied events, such as 
the Boston Typewriter Orchestra, the Wild and Scenic Film Festival, 
Frogtown Mountain Puppeteers, a New Year’s Eve Contra Dance, and 
an author event with Shannon Mullen and Gov. Janet Mills. The room 
has become an even-more essential part of the library, as we can hold 
more types of events—and have more people at them.Soul Benders entertain at the Groundhog Day Ball in February.

Groundhog Day revelers clown around in  
BHPL’s photo booth.

to excitedly. When I asked if she could find the 
blueberries, she couldn’t find them right away, 
so I gave her a hint that they are near the bear. 
Once she spotted them, she proceeded to pretend 
to pick the blueberries from the scene and gently 
give one to each of the animals, making sure that 
everyone got one, even the starfish. This time spent 
looking at the sculpture with the child allowed 
for the mom to get everything ready for them 
to leave and activated the child’s imagination 

in a way that is so beneficial for growing and 
developing children.

Treasures of the Peninsula sparks an awareness 
in kids of the natural world. Recently, a child 
named Rockwell was excited to look at the 
mural with me, and pointing at the osprey, he 
asked, “How come I’ve never seen one of these 
before?” I replied that he probably had seen 
one before, but hadn’t realized it was an osprey 
and now he may recognize one when he’s out 
exploring the peninsula. This question brings me 
great joy because it encapsulates the awareness 
and curiosity inspired by the artwork. I imagine 
Rockwell out in the world now, keeping an eye 
out for osprey, and perhaps other flora and fauna 
depicted in the artwork.

In this increasingly busy, modern world, the 
invitation to awaken one’s awareness of the 
surrounding world is special and should be heeded. 
Thanks to Rebekah Raye and our very generous 
donor, Dr. Maxene Doty, who commissioned 
the work, visitors to the library are gifted that 

opportunity to notice—the monarch butterflies 
visiting the milkweed, the seals basking at the 
edge of the tide, and the melodious songs of the 
birds ringing out through the forest. I hope that 
you will have the opportunity to visit the mural, 
notice something new, and head back out into 
the world with a heightened awareness of the 
world around you. 

Youth Services Librarian Claire Malina looking at the 
Treasures of the Peninsula with one of her young patrons.

...Treasures of the Peninsula continued from page 1
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